WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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1 . A device for verifying identity of an authorized user prior to providing informati 



2 permitting said user to obtain access to a secure site, said device comprising: 

3 "^a) a portable body member; 

4 / b) input means mounted to said body member for receiving physi^I presentation of a 

5 unique biometric parameter of an individual; 
c) first circuit means mounted to said body member for gen6-ating a biometric template 



7 uniquely, associated with the biometric parameter presented to said input means; 



d) second circuit means mounted to said body member for storing a single biometric 



9 template commensurate with said biometric paramete^^f^aid authorized user; 

10 i/^ ^) third circuit means mounted to said bodVfnemWer for comparing other biometric 

1 1 templates, generated in response to presentation/of pdmnetric parameters to said first input 

12 means subsequent to storage of said single l^metrix^ template, with said single biometric 

13 template; 

14 f) fourth circuit means mounted to ^aid body member for generating(£ ^ unique electrical^ 

1 5 signal in response to substantial identity/of the biometric template of a subsequently presented 

16 biometric parameter with said single Kiometric template; 

1 7 g) fifth circuit means mourned to said body for storing a sequence of alphanumeric 

1 8 characters representing a unique VAN enabling said user to gain access to said secure site; and 



19 h) communicating meaj/is mounted to said body member for recalling said unique PIN 

20 in response to generation of said unique electrical signal. 

1 2. The device of claim 1 and further including a plurality of manually operable keys 

2 mounted to said body member, at least one of sais keys being operable to actuate said second 

3 circuit means to store s6id single biometric template. 



1 3. The device of claim 1 wherein said fifth circuit means comprise memory means for 

2 storing a pluralitVof said PINs each associatedswith a respective one of said secure sites. 



11 



1 4. The device of claim 1 and further including means for randomly generating^^aid 

2 sequence of alphanumeric characters. 

1 5. The device of claim 1 wherein said communicating meap^comprises means for 

2 generating a visual display, mounted to said body, of said uniqyd^PIN. 

1 6. The device of claim 1 wherein said communipating means comprises an output port 

2 mounted to said body. 

1 7. The device of claim 1 wher^WsaLrf^tiiometric parameter is a finger print. 



1 8. In a personal authentication/9evi!pe having a hand-held body member containing 

2 means for generating, storing and j^mmunicating one or more alphanumeric passwords 

3 necessary to gain access to one or more respective secure sites, enabling means for activating 

4 said generating, storing and communicating means, said enabling means comprising: 

5 a) input means mounted to said body member for receiving physical presentations of 

6 a predetermined biometric parameter of an individual; 

7 b) first circuit meansr moimted to said body member for generating a biometric template 

8 commensurate with each presentation of said biometric parameter; 
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c) storage means mounted to said body member for storing a single biometric template; 

d) comparing means mounted to said body member for comparing biometric templates 



1 1 of biometric parameters presented to said input means with said single biometric template; and 



e) second circi 



1 3 passwords in response 

14 to said input means 



t means mounted to said body member for providing access to said 
to substantial identity of a template of a biometric parameter presented 
said single biometric template. 



1 9. The enabling means of claim Ssyvherein second circuit means comprises a visual 

2 display of said passwprd. 



1 10. The enabling means of claim 9 wherein said visual display is an LCD visible 

2 through a windo)/ on said body member. 
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1 1 . The enabling means of claim 8 wherein saidfeircuit means comprises an output] 



for accepting a connector to transmit electrical signals commensurate with said pass>A^d to an 
external computer. 



1 '12. The enabling means of claim 8 wherein said biometric n^ameter is a finger print 

2 and said input means comprises a finger print presentation pad^ 

1 13. The enabling means of claim 12 and fiarther comprising at least one key mounted 

2 to said body member, said storage means being operabl/to store said single biometric template 

3 in response to simultaneous presentation of sa!id bigmetric parameter to said input means and 

4 pressing said key. 

1 14. The enabling means of (fl^injj/g'^i^erein said device provides access to any of a 

2 plurality of passwords each associated ^ith aA-espective secure site and further comprising 

3 selecting means mounted to said body n^okSox for selecting which of said passwords access 

4 is desired. 

1 15. The enabling means of claim 1 4 wherein said selecting means comprise a plurality 

2 of keys mounted to said body memper. 



1 16.. The method of verifying personal identity of an authorized user in possession of 

2 a portable, stand-alone, electronic device and for providing information necessary to gain 

3 access to a secure site in respon^ to such verification, said method comprising: 

4 a) physically presenting fto said device a biometric parameter of said authorized user; 

5 b) generating, by circuit means mounted to said device, a single biometric template 

6 commensurate with said biometric parameter; 

7 c) storing, by circuit means mounted to said device, said single biometric template; 

8 d) comparing, by circuit means mounted to said device, biometric templates generated 

9 in response to presentation Lf said biometric parameter subsequent to storage of said single 
10 biometric template with said single biometric template; 
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e) generating, by circuit means mounted to said device, a/unique electrical signal 



12 response to substantial identity of said compared biometric templates; and-- 



f) providing said information in response to generation of said unigjie^ectrical signal. 



1 17. The method of claim 16 and further comprising: 

2 a) storing, by circuit means at said secure host, a ©redetermined sequence of electrical 

3 signals representing a multi-character PIN requirecLror access to said secure site; and 

4 b) storing, by circuit means mounted to ^id device, said predetermined sequence of 

5 electrical signals. 



1 18. The method of claim 1 7 

2 displaying said PEST by display mean^ 

3 said secure site. 



ereirl said step of providing said information includes 
joupfied to said device and communicating said PIN to 



1 19. The method of claim/18 wherein said PIN is communicated to said secure site by 

2 entering, via a keyboard independent of said device the characters of said PIN. 

1 20. The method of olaim 19 wherein said keyboard is operatively connected to a PC 

2 which may be selectively/placed in communication with a computer associated with said 

3 secure site. 
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